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Preface

Mapwork is one of the most complicated learning requirements of many of the present-day examinations. It demands great
attention to detail across a large volume of information. Not only is Mapwork a challenge for exam aspirants, it is also a difficult
proposition for authors and publishers.

Whileitis not aviable option to leave out information, packing too much of itis also not conducive to learning.
We have tried our best to make the maps given in the book visually appealing and content-rich.

The most obvious and effective way of learning is a little bit at a time. So rather than confounding the student with broad and
wastefully general maps we have taken smaller and specific regions in this book for greater understanding and retention.

Furthermore, we have tried to ensure that the student has an opportunity to practice the newly acquired learning with
relative ease by providing practice maps.

All this in the book is supplemented by the corresponding video-lectures provided on a dedicated YouTube channel for more
detailed explanations and reinforcement.

But the primary feature that sets our effort apart is something else. Almost all examinations these days are gravitating
towards a more Current-Affairs-centric approach. Not matter what the topic or subject, the questions framed these days are mostly
related to the current happenings across the globe. We have identified this pattern and set our questions relevant to the most
important current-affairs topics of the present time. This is sure to benefit the examinees in a major way.
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QUESTION A-01 £ e

Consider the following statements regarding Spain:

1. Spainislocated in southwestern Europe on the Iberian
Peninsula, sharing land borders with Portugal, France,
and Andorra.

. Spain has coastlines along both the Atlantic Ocean and
the Mediterranean Sea.

. Spain shares a land border with Morocco through its |
enclaves in North Africa. \

. Spain possesses two major archipelagos: the Balearic

Islands in the Mediterranean Sea and the Canary

Islands in the Atlantic Ocean.

Catalonia is an autonomous community in

northeastern Spain.

Which of the staterﬁ‘entsﬁ

a)1,2,3and4only "

5.

en above is/are correct?
1,3and5only

PORTUGAL

NORTH
ATLANTIC
OCEAN Strait of

Gibraltar 2

ALGERIA
MOROCEO

o
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|

Significance: Recently, Spain has closed its airspace to American

aircraftinvolved in military operations against Iran.

Mediterranean
Sea

Lb) 1,2,4and5o0nly

.3,4and 5

([ ]

TUNISIA §

MRS S R

| UPSC KEY FACTS || :
v~ Spainislocated on the Iberian Peninsulain southwestern

Europe, with a dual coastline along the Atlantic Ocean
and the Mediterranean Sea, and proximity to the Strait of
Gibraltar.

v~ Spain has territorial presence in Africa through the

enclaves of Ceuta and Melilla, giving it a land border with
Morocco.

v~ Spain administers two major archipelagos—Balearic
Islands (Mediterranean Sea) and Canary Islands (Atlantic
Ocean)—enhancing its maritime reach and Exclusive
EconomicZone (EEZ).
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7 ' QUESTION A-03 |

IRELAND. (?\ _ UNITED j 7
(%\ KINGDOM 4 PNETHERLANDS
s’»c - O

Consider the following statements regarding France:

1. France is located in Western Europe and shares land
borders with Spain, Germany, Italy, Belgium,
; ; ~ Switzerland, and Luxembourg.
o = e ) = BELGIUM. . The Seine River flows through Paris and drains into the
£t = English Channel.
(= : 3. France is a founding member of the European Union
DA LUXEMBOURG . and NATO, playing akeyrolein E.uro.pean geopolitic.s.
i . France possesses overseas territories across multiple
oceans, contributing to one of the largest Exclusive
EconomicZones (EEZs) in the world.

Whtch of the stamﬁwentsgiven ah@vé aFe correct?- ' B

)iand3enly =~ L ‘ .;’:‘"! ‘_,_?:f
ey 3 HUNGARY
FRANCE 5W|TZERLANZ®" UPSC KEY FACTS ,V,-ri( o

v France is located in Western Europe, sharing borders

with Spain, Andorra, Germany, Italy, Belgium,

[ Switzerland, and Luxembourg, and is bounded by natural
features like the Pyrenees and Alps.

v France has a global presence through overseas territories
(in the Atlantic, Indian, and Pacific Oceans), giving it one
of the largest Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZs) in the A
world. '

+ France is a major global power, being a founding member
of the European Union, a key NATO member, and a

permanent member of the UN Security Council (UNSC). D
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Significance: France’s decision to remove the alrport transit visa requirement for Indian travellers marks a
a step toward strengthening India—France ties, enhancing people-to-people connectivity, facilitating easier
mobility to Europe, and reflecting deepening strategic partnership within the India—EU framework. 0
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Consider the following statements regarding the Strait of

Malacca:

1. The Strait of Malacca connects the Indian Ocean with | _
the South China Sea, forming a key link to the Pacific [
Ocean.

2. It lies between Indonesia (Sumatra) and the Malay
Peninsula (Malaysia), with Singapore located at its
southern end.

3. In early 2026, India and Indonesia completed Phase-1
expansion of Sabang Port, located near the entrance
of the Strait of Malacca.

Which of the statements giveg@ﬁbve isfarecorrect?

a)land2only  c)land3bonly .

Lb) 2and3only = d)1,2and3

Sulu Sea

Celebes Sea

INDONESIA
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Significance: The Strait of Hormuz is in focus due to rising tensions in

the Gulf, highlighting its role as a critical global oil chokepoint, where

any disruption can spike energy prices, threaten maritime security,
and impact India’s energy imports and global supply chains. o
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B-1 Consider the following statements about National

Park:

1. Itis a protected area constituted for the protection and

conservation of wildlife.

2. It has less restrictions as compared to a wildlife

sanctuary.

3. No human activity is permitted inside the national

park.

4. National Parks in India are declared under the Wildlife

(Protection) Act, 1972.

Which of the above statement(s) is/ are correct?
(a)1only
(b)1&3only
(c)1,3&4o0nly

(d) All of the above

JAMMU & KASHMIR
1. City Forest (Salim Ali)

2. Dachigam

3. Kishtwar

4, Kazinag

HIMACHAL PRADESH

1. Hemis 1. Great Himalaya
2. Pin Valley
3. Inderkilla
HARYANA 4. Khirganga
1. Kalesar 5. Simbalbara
2. Sultanpur

AR PRADESH
1. Dudhwa

.

B-2 What are the differences between a National Park, a

Wildlife Sanctuary and a Biosphere Reserve?

1. Khangchendzonga

UTTARAKHAND 2. Namdapha

1. Jim Corbett
2. Gangotri

3. Govind

4. Nanda Devi
5. Rajaji

6. Valley of Flowers

JHARKHAND
1. Betla

1. Indravati (Kutru)
2. Kanger Valley

CHHATTISGARH

ARUNACHAL PRADESH

1. Mouling

MIZORAM

ASSAM

1. Dibru-Saikhowa
2. Dehing Patkai
3. Raimona

4. Kaziranga

TRIPURA
1. Clouded Leopard
2. Bison (Rajbari)

1. Murlen
2. Phawngpui

WEST BENGAL

1. Buxa
2. Gorumara

3. Neora Valley
4. Singalila

5. Sunderban
6. Jaldapara

3. Guru Ghasi Das (Sanjay)

RAJASTHAN
1. Mukundra Hills
2. Desert
3. Keoladeo Ghana
4. Ranthambhore
5. Sariska
GUIARAT
1. Vansda
2. Blackbuck 1. Bhitarkanika
3. Gir 2. Simlipal
LIS MAHARASHTRA
1. Chandoli
TELANGANA
MADHYA PRADESH 2. Gugamal 1. Kasu Brahmananda Reddy
1 Barlaam LT, a2y S Hawegael] 2. Mahaveer Harina Vanasthali
2. Fossil 8. Satpura 4, Pench (Jawaharlal Nehru) 3. Mrugavan
3. Kanha 9. Van Vinar 5. Sanjay Gandhi (Borivill) '
4, Madhav 10. Dinosaur
5. Panna 11. Kuno 6. Tadoba
6. Pench(Priyadarshini) ANDHRA PRADESH

GOA

1. Mahavir (Mollem)

KARNATAKA
1. Anshi

2. Bandipur

3. Bannerghatta
4. Kudremukh

5. Rajiv Gandhi (Nagarahole)

1. Sri Venkateswara
2. Rajiv Gandhi (Rameswaram)
3. Papikonda

TAMILNADU

1. Guindy

2. Gulf of Mannar

3. Indira Gandhi (Annamalai)
4. Mudumalai

5. Mukurthi

1. Anamudi Shola
2. Eravikulam

3. Mathikettan Shola
4. Pambadum Shola
5. Periyar

6. Silent Valley

¥

L ¢“‘.5'
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ANDAMAN AND NICOBAR
1. Campbell Bay

2. Galathea

3. Mahatama Gandhi Marine

4. Middle Button Island
5. Mount Harriett

6. North Button

7. Rani Jhansi Marine
8. Saddle Peak

9. South Button




B-18 What is Ramsar Convention and what is its mission?

B-19 When did India signed Ramsar Convention?

B-20 How many Ramsar Sites are in India?

B-21 Which is the first Ramsar Sitein India?

B-22 What is the largest and the smallest Ramsar site in
India?

B-23 Which Ramsar sites are recently added?

HARYANA
1. Bhindawas Wildlife Sanctuary (2021)
2. Sultanpur National Park (2021)

RAJASTHAN

1. Keoladeo National Park (1981)
2. Sambhar Lake (1990)

3. Menar Wetland Complex (2025)
4. Khichan Wetland (2025)

5. Siliserh Lake (2025)

GUIJARAT

1. Nalsarovar Bird Sanctuary
2. Thol Lake Wildlife Sanctuary
3. Wadhvana Wetland

4, Khijadia Bird Sanctuary

5. Chhari-Dhand (2026)

MADHYA PRADESH

1. Bhoj Wetlands (2002) | 4. Yashwant Sagar
2. Sakhya Sagar Lake |5. Tawa Reservoir
3. Sirpur wetland

MAHARASHTRA

1. Lonar Lake (2020)

2. Nandur Madhameshwar (2019)
3. Thane Creek

GOA
1. Nanda Lake

KARNATAKA

1. Ranganathituu Bird Sanctuary
2. Ankasamudra Bird Conservation Reserve (2024)
3. Aghanashini Estuary (2024)

4. Magadi Kere Conservation Reserve (2024)

KERALA

1. Asthamudi Wetland (2002)
2. Sasthamkotta Lake (2002)
3. Vembanad Kol Wetland (2002)

LADAKH
1. Tso Kar Wetland Complex (2020)

2. Tsomoriri Lake (2002) PUNJAB
1. Beas Conservation Reserve (2019)

AMMU & KASHMIR 2. Harike Lake (1990)

1. Hokera Wetland (2005) 3. Kanijli Lake (2002)

2. Surinsar-Mansar Lakes (2005) 4. Keshopur-Miani Community Reserve(2019)
3. Wular Lake-1990) 5. Nangal Wildlife Sanctuary (2019)

4. Hygarn Wetland Conservation Reserve 6. Ropar Lake (2002)

- Shallbugh Wetland Conservation Reserve

IKKIM
HIMACHAL PRADESH . Khecheopalri(2025)
1. Chandertal Wetland (2005)
2. Pong Dam Lake (2002) HARKHAND

3. Renuka Wetland (2005) 1. Udhwa Lake (2025)

UTTARAKHAND
1. Asan Conservation Reserve (2020) - MANIPUR
1. Loktak Lake

ASSAM
1. Deepor Beel

TRIPURA
1. Rudrasagar Lake

MIZORAM
1. Pala wetland

Y RS Etands (2002)
2. Sunderbans Wetland (2019)
BIHAR

1. Kanwar Taal or Kabar Taal Lake (2020)
CHHATTISGARH 2. Nagi Bird Sanctuary (2023)
1. Kopra Jalashay (2025) 3. Nakti Bird Sanctuary (2023)

4. Gokul Reservoir 2025

5. Udaipur Lake 2025

6

. Gogabeel Lake 2025

1. Bhitarkanika Mangroves (2002)

2. Chilka Lake (1981)

3. Satkosia Gorge UTTAR PRADESH

4. Tampara Lake . Nawabganj Bird Sanctuary (2019)

5. Hirakud Reservoir Parvati Agra Bird Sanctuary (2019)

6. Ansupa Lake . Saman Bird Sanctuary (2019)

Samaspur Bird Sanctuary (2019)

ANDHRA PRADESH Sandi Bird Sanctuary (2019)

1. Kolleru Lake (2002) Sarsai Nawar Jheel (2019)

‘e

Sur Sarovar (2020)
8 Upper Ganga River (2005)
& TAMIL NADU Haiderpur Wetland
ALl 1. Point Calimere Wildlife and Bird Sanctuary (2002) 10 Bakhira Bird Sanctuary
- . 2. Karikili Bird Sanctuary ) 11. Patna Bird Sanctuary (2026)
e 3. Pallikaranai Marsh Reserve Forest 12, Shekha Jheel Bird Sanctuary (2026)
% 2 4. Pichavaram Mangrove
5. Gulf of Mannar Marine Biosphere Reserve 13. Koonthamkulam Bird Sanctuary
6. Vembannur Wetland Complex 14, Vedanthan%al Bird Sanctuary
< 7. Chitrangudi Bird Sanctuary 15. Karaivetti Bifd®Sanctuary (2024)
8. S&chindram Theroor Wetland Complex | 16. Longwood Shaia Reserve Forest (2024)
9. Vaduvur Bird Sanctuary 17. Nanjarayan Bird&anctuary (2024)
10. Kanjirankulam Bird Sanctuary 18. Kazhuveli Bird Sanctuary (2024)
11. Vellode Bird Sanctuary 19. Sakkarakottai Bird Sanctuary (2025)

12. Udhayamarthandapuram Bird Sanctuary  20. Therthangal Bird Sanctuary (2025)



B-27 Considerthe following statements

1. Establishedinthe year 1936 as Hailey National Park

2. It is the place where Project Tiger was first
launched in 1973.

3. Its whole area comprises of hills, marshy
depressions, riverine belts, grasslands and large
lake.

4. The park has sub-Himalayan belt geographical and
ecological characteristics.

e

: /ool |
The above statements refer to which of the following ; Mﬂndﬂkfﬂi Kot ERCHhach
national parks? : y
(a) Balphakram National Park
(b) Dudhwa National Park
(c) Manas National Park

(d) Jim Corbett National Park
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B-30 Consider the following statements regarding the
Manas National Park:

1. It is a UNESCO Natural World Heritage site, a

Project Tiger reserve, an elephant reserve, and a
biospherereserve

2. The Manas River flows through the park. Manasisa |

major tributary of Brahmaputra river.
3. It shares a border with Bhutan’s Royal Manas
National Park
Select the correct answer using the code given below.
a)lonly
b)2and 3 only

c)1and3only : N . : Dehing Patkai
d)1,2and3 DR
i : =
_Teesta (R)Y Dhubri

_BHUTAN
e e 5

Manas National Park oA

—
-

g3 7 )
\ Pygmy hog
MEGHALAYA o A RS> |
KHASI HILLS AW : j ;
WEST _ ;
BENGAL
= N Con s 3l
<T UCN : Conservation status
W E ST Ecﬁ) Extlinct Threatened C%ﬁ?:gtm
BENGAL ._% 000
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B-53 Consider the following statements about Silent
Valley National Park:

1. Itislocated in the state of Tamil Nadu.

2. It represents the core area of the Nilgiri Biosphere |- 4
Reserve '

tailed macaque.
4. Itis also known for being a tiger reserve.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a)2&3only Cod == _
b)2,3 &4 only IUCN : Conservation status |

’ ) Least [ o os
c) 1,283 onlv Extlmcl Threatened Congern i

d) All of the above (ex Yew R RENE Vol v Lc) _Qf'-_,‘.‘ >

Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve

NAGARHOLE NATIONAL PARK

KARNATAKA

s
£ .

4

Y1
" BANDIPUR NATION/

WAYANAD WILDLIFE SANCTUARY 2
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=] SOLUTIONS & EXPLANATIONS

=« Detailed, clear understanding for every map-based question SECTION A — PLACES IN NEWS (APRIL-MAY)

A-01 The Correct Answeris:d) 1,2,3,4and 5
Explanation:
e Statement 1 — Correct
e Spain is situated in southwestern Europe on the Iberian Peninsula, which it shares with Portugal.
o Land borders: Portugal - west and France & Andorra - northeast
o Additionally: Spain shares a small border with Gibraltar, a British Overseas Territory, making it geopolitically significant.
e The Iberian Peninsula forms a natural geographical unit separated from the rest of Europe by the Pyrenees Mountains, which often appears in
UPSC questions.
Statement 2 — Correct
° Spain has a dual maritime orientation, which is rare and strategically important:
= Atlantic Ocean - west & northwest (including Bay of Biscay)
* Maediterranean Sea - east & southeast
o This position:
o Makes Spain a maritime bridge between two major water bodies, Places it near the Strait of Gibraltar, a major global chokepoint.
= UPSC frequently links this with maritime trade & chokepoints.
e Statement 3 — Correct (High Geopolitical Value)
o Spain has two enclaves in North Africa:
= Ceuta and Melilla, both located on the northern coast of Africa.
o These enclaves: Share land borders with Morocco, Represent Europe's only land border with Africa, and
= Are hotspots for migration and border security issues.
Statement 4 — Correct
o Spain possesses two major island groups:
o Balearic Islands: Located in the Mediterranean Sea,
= Close to eastern Spain (e.g., Mallorca, Ibiza).
o Canary Islands:
= Located in the Atlantic Ocean, off the northwest coast of Africa, Volcanic in origin and strategically located near major sea routes.
e Statement 5 — Correct
o Catalonia is an autonomous community in northeastern Spain, with Barcelona as its capital.
° It has:
= Its own parliament and government, Distinct language (Catalan), and Strong historical and cultural identity.
* Politically significant because: It has witnessed strong separatist movements, Including the 2017 independence referendum, which was
declared illegal by Spain.
c Despite this: Catalonia remains an integral part of Spain.

Significance: Recently, Spain has closed its airspace to American aircraft involved in military operations against Iran.
e Spain’sairspace closure highlights NATO divisions, assertion of sovereignty, and Europe’s push for an independent, de-escalatory foreign policy.
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=] SOLUTIONS & EXPLANATIONS

~« Detailed, clear understanding for every map-based question SECTION A — PLACES IN NEWS (APRIL-MAY)

o France lies in Western Europe, forming a major part of continental Europe.
o |t shares land borders with:
= Spain and Andorra (separated by the Pyrenees Mountains),
= Germany, Belgium, Luxembourg (northeast),
= Italy and Switzerland (separated partly by the Alps).
o These natural barriers:
= Historically influenced defence and cultural exchange,
= QOften appear in UPSC questions linking mountains with political boundaries.
e  Statement 2 — Correct (River System + Urban Geography)
o The Seine River is one of the most important rivers in France.
o It flows through Paris, the political and economic centre of France,
o Is crucial for inland navigation, trade, and urban development,
° Drains into the English Channel near Le Havre.
° |mportance:
o Paris developed along the Seine = classic example of river-based urbanisation,
o  Often asked in UPSC as “river—city—outlet linkage”.
e  Statement 3 — Correct (International Relations Depth)
o France is a major global political power:
o It is founding member of the European Union (EU), key member of NATO, and permanent member of the United Nations Security Council
(UNSC).
o Implications:
* Plays a leading role in European integration,
= Influences defence and security policies in Europe,
= Acts as a bridge between Europe and global diplomacy.
e Statement 4 — Correct (Geography + Geopolitics Integration)
o France has an extensive network of overseas territories, including:
* Réunion (Indian Ocean), Guadeloupe & Martinique (Caribbean), French Polynesia & New Caledonia (Pacific Ocean)
o These territories:
* Extend France's Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) to one of the largest in the world,
* Provide access to marine resources,
= Give France a global strategic presence across multiple oceans.
o Strategic importance:
= Enhances France's role in Indo-Pacific geopolitics and Strengthens naval reach and maritime security.

Significance: France’s decision to remove the airport transit visa requirement for Indian travellers marks a step toward strengthening India—France ties,
enhancing people-to-people connectivity, facilitating easier mobility to Europe, and reflecting deepening strategic partnership within the India—EU
framework.
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QUESTION A-19

Consider the following statements regarding the Middle\

East:

1. The Middle East broadly refers to the region stretching
from Egypt in North Africa to Iran in West Asia,
encompassing parts of Western Asia and North Africa.

2. The Middle East contains several strategic maritime
chokepoints such as the Strait of Hormuz, the Bab-el-
Mandeb Strait, and the Suez Canal corridor.

3. All countries of the Middle East have coastlines on
either the Mediterranean Sea or the Persian Gulf.

Which of the statements given above are correct?

a)land2only c)1land3only

kb)2:=|nd 3only d)1,2and3

o

Q%Qo
° e



B-49 Which of the following statements about Chilika
Lakeis/are correct?

1. It is Asia's largest and the world's second-largest
lagoon.

2. It was designated the first Indian wetland of
international importance under the Ramsar
Convention.

3. Itis only the Ramsar site which includes in Montreux
Record.

(a) l1and2only
(b) 2and3only
(c) land3only
(d) 1,2and3




HOW TO USE THIS BOOK

STEP-3

SOLUTIONS;?“ = @3 YouTuhe
Q.6 Which of (h: following rivers are tributaries o & EXPLANATIONS e y ) 5}:,

The Kaveri River?
1. Bhavani

bl Q.6 The Correct Answeris: d) All of the above

Explanation: Kaveri flows in Karnataka and Tar
Nadu. On its journey to the Bay of Bengal, the
a) 1,2&30nly Bhavani, Noyyal, Amravati, ™

b) 3,4&S5only

c) 1,2&5o0nly
d) Allofthe above Significance: Central Water Commission (CWC
up by the Karnataka government. The project
groundwater table in the region. Tamil Nadu is

Water Tribunal.

Study the Map Atttempt the Questions Check the Solution Practice the Map Reinforce
Excellent Quality, Map based questions Clear solutions with Check your understanding Supplement your learning

Content-Rich Maps. specific to current affairs detailed explanations for by attempting the practice with videos and related
and ongoing events. optimal understanding. maps provided. ~resources on Youtube and
' : - Edubaba website.

TESTIMONIAL#1

I found this book wonderfully effective
for targeted map-work practice. Thank
you Edubaba.

TESTIMONIAL# 2

I suggested this book to my own students
for Civil Services Exams. The results have
beenimpressive. Good effort!!

-TANYA SETHI -ABHISHEK TIWARI

M.B.A. Teacher, M.Sc.,B.Ed.
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